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BUREAU POUR L'EVROPE OFFICE FOR EUROPE
FONDS DEsS NATIONS UNIES POUR LENFANCE  UNICEF  UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

16 July 1980

Dear Robert,

Just a line of enthusiastic appreciation for the
truly excellent job yvou and your crew did in creating the
film "A Tale of Bhutan”. We showed it to the UOffice
for Burope staff, who declared it one of the best UNICEF
films ever seen. We know that it will be well
received in Europe and I think it ought to be entered

into competitions at the many film festivals held here.

We hope that language versions will soon be produced.

As soon as we get copies, we will promote the film widely.

Congratulations on a fine, sensitive piece of
work. We can't believe it is your first f£ilm, and hope

it's not your last.

Best regards,

Donald A. Allan
Chief
Information Division

Mr. Robert Tyabji
c/o UNICET
New Delhi

c.c. J.Ling/J.Williams
B. Gerin
R.Ismail/D.Haxton
T.Glan Davies

PALAIS DES NATIONS, CH-1211 GEMEVE 10 TELEPHONE 34 6011 - 310211 CABLES UNICEF GENEVE TELEX 27 908



SCREEN

DOCUMENTARY ON BHUTAN

From Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHL

o TALE of Bhutan" a docu-
mentary In colour,  jointly
made by UNICEF and the Royal
Bhutan Government, was proview-
ed here on May 26. One of the
first films of its kind 1o be shot
on locations In the kingdom, the
fim depicts Bhutan's determina-
tion to develop and provide soclal
services, while preserving its dist-
inct identity. 1t is about a wise
king who has only the good of
his paople at heart and is narral-
ed to a group of children by &
'young man, Ashya, who hus Just
Ireiurned \o the village from an
extensive tour of the other paris
of the country. The children act
it ouy in pantomime, using the
costumes and  properties Ashya
gives them.
| With muslc by Vanraj Bhatla,

| camerawork by Amarjeet and lo-
|cation sound by Rajan Raj Khowa

the film has been directed by Ro-|
bert Tyabii from astory and script]
by Hootokishi Tyabji. The director,
said that two versions — in Eng-
lish with a running time of 27
minutes. and in Bhutanese, with
a running time of 37 minutes —
had been made.

The budget had come to Rs. 35
lakha and the flm would be re-
leased by UNICEF throughout the
world, through the 1lelevision net-
works, through the various regional
offices of UNICEF and also thro-
ugh schools in Western countrias
as developmental educational ma-
torial.

Robert Tyabl]i, who has been as-
sociated with UNICEF in fts com-

munication service, has been in-
volved in tlims and audio-visual
productions and makes his debut-
as a director with this film. krom!
the unused material of the docu-
mentary. a five-minute short, nar-
rated by a child, tiled "My Fri-
end,” In English, has also been
.made.

Speaking to “Screen™ after the
screening of the films, & spokes-
man of UNICEF djsclosed that Tt
was planmng to hold a *week of
films about children” in India and

other countries of the third world.

6 June 1980

Making Bhutan come wtive — shooting for “A Ta le of Bbuian.”




